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B NFORMATION

In addition to providing victim services, we have added a video
and interactive tools to reinforce the information we provide at
our presentations. We have added forms and links to assist
seniors that have been ensnared by fraudsters. Please check
out The the additions to our website, cwag.org.

B EMPOWERMENT

This issue of our newsletter is dedicated to explaining a
fallacy often labeled a theory that is so prevalent in our
current moment in time, we felt it was appropriate to
name it and put it on display. All we ask is that you
consider it while reading the news, social media posts and
go through the holiday season.

ADAPTABILITY

We continue to adapt our
efforts to assist those over the
age of 60 statewide that have
been the victim of financial
exploitation. We are working to
expand our efforts to assist
victims of abusive use of legal
authority as well as prevent it

from happening through our
presentations and online
resources.

We have been busy working on
creating online resources as well
as presenting to communities
statewide. If you would like
information on what
presentations we offer, send us
an email or use our request
feature on our website.
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Just World Fallacy

Lots of blaming and shaming are going on these day therefore it is a good time to share with you
something | discovered when | transitioned into the practice of elder financial exploitation. | don’t
know why it took me so long to discover the “just world theory”, also referred to as the “just world
hypothesis” or “just world fallacy”. This theory is at the heart of a lot of the victim blaming and
shaming that occurs whether the victim is the victim of a gun related crime, sexual assault, or a
scam. It is not a new theory and is credited to Melvin J. Lerner, a psychologist who conducted an
experiment in 1966 with a colleague Carolyn Simmons. It is a belief that allows people to believe
that they are safe from and can control the uncertainties of life. “| would never be so foolish, so
greedy so reckless” etc. etc. and therefore | will never be mugged, or sexually assaulted, be the
victim of domestic abuse or fall for a scam. | am safe. | am a good person and therefore nothing
“bad” will happen to me and if something bad happens to you it must be because you are a bad
person or did bad things. There are those fortunate enough to have never had this theory tested as
to their own lives but for the rest of us, we know better. Hence all the evidence that this is more
aptly described as the just world fallacy. It is one that endures and therefore it is important that we
recognize it when we see it.

So, what is it? Well google describes it as the following:

The just world theory is a cognitive bias that assumes the world is fair and people get what they
deserve. This belief suggests that good things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad
people, which can provide a sense of order and control. However, a major drawback is that it can
lead to victim-blaming and a lack of empathy, as people may attribute misfortune to the victim's
actions or character rather than acknowledging random events or systemic issues.
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How it works

How it works

Belief in fairness:

Individuals believe that life is fundamentally fair and outcomes are a direct result of a person's actions or
character.

Desire for control:
This bias helps people feel that they have control over their destiny and that they can avoid negative
outcomes by behaving in a "good" way.

Rationalizing injustice:
It can be used to rationalize negative events by assuming victims somehow "deserved” what happened to
them, thereby maintaining the belief that the world is just.

Consequences of the bias

e Victim-blaming:
It can lead to blaming innocent victims of crime, accidents, or other misfortunes for their own suffering.

e Lack of empathy:
Believers may have less empathy for people in need and be less likely to help them, as they are perceived as
deserving of their hardship.

e Self-blame:
Individuals may experience shame and self-blame when bad things happen to them, believing it is a result of
their own shortcomings.

e Perpetuating inequality:

This mindset can contribute to social inequality by attributing others' poverty or hardship to personal failings
rather than systemic or environmental factors.
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Where do we see it

We see it when a victim of a sexual assault is asked, what were you wearing, were you drunk, why were you at
that party, why did you go back to his room?

We see it when the children of sexual assault are asked, why didn’t you come forward when it happened? Why
didn’t you run away? Why didn’t you fight back? Where were their parents?

We see it when people say things like, | would never have married someone like that, | wouldn’t have children
with someone like that, why didn’t she leave him? She should have kept her mouth shut, she knows how he
gets when he is drinking? What did she do to provoke him? When they learn of someone being killed by their
spouse.

We see it when people say things like, Get a job. Get a better job. She should have stayed in school, she
shouldn’t have gone to school, she shouldn’t have a kid, she shouldn’t have had so many kids, she shouldn’t
have had kids with a deadbeat, she should have paid attention, and she wouldn’t have had that accident. Then
she wouldn’t need food stamps.

We see it when people say, How could you have been so foolish? How could you have believed that that was
real? | would never have done that. | know better. When a scammer ensnares a senior. Or why did they trust
that son of theirs, everyone knows he is a drug addict or has mental health issues or is shady? My kids would
never rip me off.

| am a good person and am a better person than those victims so | can feel safe and secure in my life. | am
immune to those bad things. If they had been better, they would have been safe, but they weren’t so now they
must lie in the bed they made.

Most of us accept the fact that we can’t control everything in this world. People do not choose to get sick.
Cancer is not deserved. Mental illness is not deserved. Accidents aren’t deserved. Being victimized by a rapist,
pedophile, domestic abuser, or scammer is not the result of a moral failing. Poverty is not the result of moral
failing. The ingraining of this fallacy prevents victims from coming forward. It prevents victims from learning
tactics that they can use to avert future victimizations. | work with seniors that fail to make full disclosures
regarding the scams they were caught up in because to do so is shameful. Victims that grew up with this
mindset know that they will be blamed. Children know that they will not be believed or that they will be
punished for “letting” it happen. Seniors fear that they will be blamed and that their independence will be
threatened for failing to recognize the threat. Victims don’t believe that they will help.

We need to recognize the fallacy and work to dispel it because not doing so perpetuates this “theory” allowing
for callousness and victim blaming. It prevents prosecutions and thwarts victim participation and healing.

We can’t control what bad things befall people, but we can control our response to it and try to educate those
that hide behind theories such as this to justify their lack of compassion and justice.
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MISSION

B VICTIM SERVICES

We provide direct services to adults later in life
who have been defrauded, scammed or
exploited. We assist victims in putting a stop to
abuse, court advocacy and recovery. We also
provide legal services to prevent exploitation
and re-victimization.

We can disrupt the predators
financially exploiting our most
vulnerable community members by
working with community members to
provide services to prevent,
minimize losses and stabilize those in
our community that have been
targeted.

B EDUCATION

We give presentations and trainings to groups,
either in person or virtually, to alert victims of
financial exploitation that help is available and

We advocate for those 60 years of
age and older who have been
financially exploited, abused by a
fiduciary, scammed, or had their

that prevention is possible. . .
identity stolen.

Collaboration maximizes the use of
multiple disciplines allows us to
serve our community more
effectively and efficiently. This can
result in not only better outcomes
for our victims but also in a greater
number of victims being served.

This project is supported by the Victims of Crime Act Subgrant No. 2021-VO-
A/VO-01 19778 awarded by the WI Dept. of Justice Office of Crime

Victim Services under a grant from the US Dept. of Justice Office for Victims of
Crime. Our education materials and presentations are supported by a grant from
Inclusa Foundation.




